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Mt. Angel Community Building fundraising passes half-million mark
Contributions from Oktoberfest leadership and supporters provide extra boost
Mt. Angel, OR, January 30, 2010 – In its first six months of fundraising, the Mount Angel Community Foundation (MACF) has raised approximately $560,000 in cash and pledges toward the estimated $2 million needed for construction of the planned Mt. Angel Community Building.  Foundation Secretary/Treasurer Jim Hall credited the recent $50,000 contribution from Mt. Angel’s Oktoberfest, Inc. and the substantial contributions from supporters of the popular annual festival for this accomplishment. “This is a significant show of support from Oktoberfest, its board members and volunteers,” said Hall.  “We’ve recently presented our plan to several groups of Oktoberfest members, and we’re encouraged by their strong response.  Oktoberfest has a 44-year history in this community, and we were confident they would step forward to endorse this project, which benefits the whole community as well as the festival.  These donors love Oktoberfest and the community of Mt. Angel, and they want to do everything they can to help this worthwhile project.” 

Hall referred to two recent events hosted in the existing Oktoberfest Building, including the first-ever reunion of former Oktoberfest Board members held January 23 and the general meeting of Oktoberfest shareholders on January 28.

The January 23 reunion of former Oktoberfest Board members was the first such gathering of its kind, according to event organizer and current Board member Dick Fennimore.  “We’ve been interested in bringing all past Board members together as a kind of alumni group for some time now,” said Fennimore.  “Together, these former Board members represent a remarkable history of service to the Oktoberfest and to this community, and we’re very glad to have the benefit of their knowledge, their experience and the tremendous support they’ve shown for the new Community Building project.” Past Board members had the opportunity to visit with friends and colleagues as well as current members of Oktoberfest Board at the event.  The evening featured a presentation on the Community Building Project by MACF Fundraising Committee Chairman Dave Kohler, who said the Foundation sought “support and guidance from those who had the foresight to build the original festival building.  They understand how much we need this new building.”
Speaking after the Board member reunion, Oktoberfest President and Community Building organizer John Gooley said “We’ve got the support of one hundred percent of the Board members in attendance tonight.  We’re so pleased by the widespread support for this project.”

On January 20, the Board of Directors of the Mount Angel Community Foundation announced the allocation of an additional $100,000 from their General Fund into the Mt. Angel Community Building Project Fund.  The Foundation’s General Fund is often referred to as the Oktoberfest Fund.  Since its inception in 1995, nearly all the monies collected in the General Fund have come directly from contributions to the Foundation by Oktoberfest, Inc., from their annual festival.  This allocation to the Mt. Angel Community Building Project brings the current total to $131,000 from the Oktoberfest Fund.  This amount does not include any funds raised expressly by the Foundation for the Community Building Project Fund, which are credited directly to the Building Project Fund as they are received. 

The Mount Angel Community Foundation formed the Mt. Angel Community Building Fundraising Committee in the summer of 2009 and established a capital campaign to raise $2 million for construction of a new Community Building.  The Foundation’s two-year capital campaign plan includes applying for private grants, organizing local fundraising events and soliciting personal donations from community members. 
The Fundraising Committee has secured over a quarter of their goal in contributions while establishing a variety of fundraising projects such as the brick sales and raffle to support the Community Building.  Dave Kohler, chairman of the Fundraising Committee, said “We’ve only just launched our capital campaign, so reaching this level of contributions is very encouraging, as it shows the community support is behind this project.”  
At both gatherings the Community Building Fundraising Committee provided an informational display about the project and sold limited edition engraved bricks and raffle tickets.  The engraved pavers will be placed in the plaza at the entrance of the Community Building.  Organizers sold raffle tickets with prizes including vacation travel vouchers and cash prizes.  The raffle drawing will be held at Mt. Angel’s Independence Day celebration.  The community can purchase pavers and raffle tickets and learn more about the Community Building project during 2nd annual Mt. Angel Wurstfest to be held February 12 – 14 in the Oktoberfest Building at 500 S. Wilco Highway. 
Jim Hall added, “Everyone can get involved, from making a donation, to buying bricks and raffle tickets, to sponsoring a fundraising event for the Community Building Fund. The Foundation welcomes volunteers and encourages community members to learn more and get involved.”
Contact the Mount Angel Community Foundation at 503-845-6835, by email at mtangelcommfnd@gmail.com, or online at http://www.mtangelcommfnd.org.

# # #

ABOUT THE MOUNT ANGEL COMMUNITY FOUNDATION: 
The Mount Angel Community Foundation is a community-based not-for-profit organization that facilitates funding and development of enduring projects that serve, enhance and enrich the greater community of Mt. Angel, Oregon. Since its inception in 1995, the Foundation has provided higher education scholarships for Mt. Angel high school graduates, furnished and equipped the Mt. Angel Public Library, helped build and maintain Mt. Angel’s Glockenspiel, and helps annually to beautify Mt. Angel’s downtown core. The Foundation’s primary current project is the funding and construction of a new Mt. Angel Community Building to serve the expanding needs of the community. The Foundation’s history, current projects and past accomplishments may be found online at http://www.mtangelcommfnd.org/home/about_us.
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